Proposed Amendments to Ontario Regulation 413/05, Vehicle Weights and Dimensions – For Safe, Productive, Infrastructure-Friendly (SPIF) Vehicles
Additional Information 

Background

During 2000-2011, MTO undertook an ambitious overhaul of the vehicle weight and dimension regulations for heavy trucks. The main objective of the reform project was to introduce Safe, Productive and Infrastructure-Friendly (SPIF) vehicles and vehicle configurations, as well as simplify the rules and better harmonize with neighbouring jurisdictions. 

The program was executed in four different phases, each addressing separate groups of vehicles to make implementation easier and more manageable. To protect industry’s investment in equipment, vehicles operating at the time each phase came into force were grandfathered up to the end of their typical operating life. The first three phases of the program dealt with all tractor-trailer and double trailer combinations. The last phase dealt with straight trucks and truck-trailer combinations.

There is a need to address various housekeeping modifications to Regulation 413/05 on Vehicle Weights and Dimensions – For Safe, Productive and Infrastructure-Friendly Vehicles. The modifications relate to (1) grandfathering provisions for vehicles affected during Phase 3 of the regulatory reform, (2) axle spread limit for tandem drive trucks, (3) the inter-vehicle-unit distance of saddlemount combinations, and (4) a typographical correction.

(1) Modifications to the Grandfathering Privileges for Semi-Trailers and Double Trailers with 4 or More Axles

The economic downturn of 2008-09 forced operators to reduce equipment use, and the rate of replacement for semi-trailers and double trailers with 4 or more axles was slowed considerably. As a result, carriers have equipment with remaining useable life that would extend beyond the current grandfathering allowance. 

Phase 3 of the reform project addressing semi-trailers and double trailers with 4 or more axles came into force on January 1, 2006. The current grandfathering provisions for these vehicles will come to a sunset date at the end of 2015. Semi-trailers built before 2006 will be allowed to operate under special permit until reaching 15 years of age (20 years for tankers).

Following a request from industry, MTO intends to extend the grandfathering privileges to semi-trailers and double trailers with 4 or more axles for an additional 5-year period, similar to that granted to trailers used by the forestry industry. Under the proposed modifications, at the sunset period (December 31, 2015), trailers built before 2006 will be eligible to operate under special permit until reaching 20 years of age (25 years for tankers).

The proposal will modify the permit issuance authority as follows:

a. Section 34(2)(b) would be extended to ‘25 years’ rather than the current 20 years and the word ‘trailer’ replaced with ‘semi-trailer’,

b. Section 34(2)(c) would eliminate reference to ‘raw forest products’ so that all semi-trailers with four or more axles may be issued special permits and 

c. Section 34(2)(d) would similarly eliminate reference to ‘raw forest products’ so that all semi-trailers part of B-train doubles may be issued special permits.

(2) Modification to the Spread Limit of Tandem Drive Trucks

It is standard industry practice to provide wide spread tandem drive axles of 72 inches for both the tractor and straight truck community. Converting this imperial based standard measurement of 72 inches directly to metric results in a measurement of 1.83 metres.

Currently, the maximum spread limit for wide spread tandem drive axles for straight trucks incorporates a 2 centimetre leeway by allowing the conversion from imperial (72 inches) to metric to be 1.85 metres instead of 1.83 metres. The leeway accounts for the tilting effect occurring in the drive axle when the vehicle is loaded. Originally the leeway was developed for tractors (dealt with during the first three phases of the reform project). It was believed that the allowance would suffice for straight trucks, but industry has indicated that there is need to increase the leeway by 3 centimetres.

MTO is proposing to increase the maximum spread from the current 1.85 metres to 1.88 metres. The modification will substitute dimension (5) – Tandem Axle Spread currently stated as 1.2 to 1.85 metres to 1.2 to 1.88 metres. This would only affect Designated Trucks 2, 4 and 5 (SPIF Vehicles #20, #22 and #23).

(3) Modification to the Inter-Vehicle-Unit Distance for Saddlemount Combinations

Application of the inter-vehicle-unit distance for saddlemount has become a source of confusion as drawn tractors or trucks have only one of the rear axles on the road due to the piggyback position. 

MTO is proposing to modify dimension (13) Inter-vehicle-unit distance on the Dimensional Limit Chart for Designated Saddlemount Combinations to read: Min. 3.0m. Reference to 5.0m and 5.5m and the type of axles would be eliminated. 

(4) Typographical Correction

MTO is proposing to correct the last row in the column representing 3 axles in Table 30 from 24,450 to 25,450 kg.

