Proposed Amendments to the Meat Regulation, O. Reg. 31/05
1. In the past, owners could take advantage of the provisions in O. Reg. 732/94 of the Livestock and Livestock Products Act, which allowed for veterinarian approval of non-ambulatory livestock going directly to slaughter plants.  However, under a revised federal Health of Animals Regulation under the Health of Animals Act, non-ambulatory animals cannot now be transported except on the advice of a veterinarian for veterinary treatment or diagnosis.  Therefore, it is proposed that O. Reg. 732/94 be revoked and the Meat Regulation be amended to remove reference to the direct-to-slaughter certificate.  

To preserve the economic value of animals that are fit for human consumption, but cannot be transported to a slaughter plant, it is proposed that the Meat Regulation be amended to allow for the ante-mortem inspection and emergency slaughter of certain food animals (e.g. injured, dangerous, escaped) by an inspector or veterinary inspector outside of a slaughter plant, under the authorization of a Regional Veterinarian.  Post-mortem inspection and processing will be conducted by an inspector or veterinarian at a licensed slaughter plant.
OMAFRA would charge a fee for Regional Veterinarian authorizations and for the ante-mortem inspections carried out under the emergency slaughter provisions. 

2. The proposal on hunted game will establish standards for the hygienic processing of hunted game carcasses and products in licensed meat plants for return to the owner for consumption.  Meat plants would be required to obtain Regional Veterinarian approval to allow hunted game into the plant.  Operators would also be required to establish a hunted game carcass protocol that specifies requirements for the processing, handling and storage of hunted game carcasses and products at the plant, and cleaning and sanitation practices before and after processing, to prevent cross-contamination with inspected meat.  There would also be additional record-keeping, labelling and identification requirements.   
3. The Meat Regulation will also be amended to provide an exception from requirement for breast tags on poultry intended for immediate consumption at a food premise such as a hotel, restaurant or institution.
Proposed Amendments to the Meat Regulation, O. Reg. 31/05 under the Food Safety and Quality Act, 2001/ Projet de modification du Règlement sur les viandes (Règlement de l’Ontario 31/05) pris en application de la Loi de 2001 sur la salubrité et la qualité des aliments 


