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Background:
 
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is strongly committed to promoting the highest standards of safety for all Ontarians who travel on our roads, including drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians, and will continue working with all our partners on measures that enhance this objective. Trends and technology are evolving, with new forms of vehicles such as e-scooters entering the market. 

MTO is interested in new and environmentally-friendly vehicles, however it is important that new vehicles are constructed with appropriate safety features to allow safe integration with all other road users.

MTO is considering the following proposal and invites you to submit your comments for consideration. 

E-Scooters

E-scooters have been launched in more than 125 cities across the United States. They represent a new way for residents to get around their communities, are seen as providing first and last mile connections to transit, and represent an opportunity to reduce traffic congestion.

E-scooters are currently not permitted to operate on roads in Ontario as they do not meet any federal or provincial safety standards for on-road use. These devices may only be operated where Ontario's Highway Traffic Act (HTA) does not apply such as private property. 

The ministry is interested in exploring the feasibility of these vehicles safely integrating with other road users while promoting road safety and fostering business innovation in the province. 

MTO is soliciting public comment on potentially permitting the use of e-scooters on roads in Ontario as part of a pilot project. This will allow the ministry to ensure 
e-scooters can be safely integrated with other road users before a final, permanent, regulatory decision is made.



Proposed E-Scooter Pilot Framework:

Pilot Duration: 

The length of the pilot will be for a prescribed period of 5 years, to ensure sufficient time to effectively monitor and evaluate the pilot results. 

Operator/Rider/Vehicle Requirements Include:

· Can operate on-road similar to where bicycles can operate; prohibited on controlled access highways
· Minimum operating age 16 
· Bicycle helmet required for those under 18 years old
· No passengers allowed
· Maximum operating speed 32 km/h
· No pedals or seat allowed
· Must have 2 wheels and brakes
· Maximum wheel diameter 17 inches
· Must have horn or bell
· Must have front and back light
· Maximum weight 45kg and Maximum power output 500W

Data Collection:

· Municipalities to remit data to the province, as requested
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