BACKGROUNDER:
Ontario’s Distracted Driving Law –  3-Year Limited Exemption Review
The ban on the use of hand-held communication and entertainment devices and display screens came into force in Ontario on October 26, 2009 and was followed by a three-month education period after which police could begin issuing tickets as of February 1, 2010.

As part of the distracted driving law, a Minister's Regulation (O.Reg 366/09 - Display Screens and Hand-Held Devices) was made under the Highway Traffic Act (HTA) that created a three-year exemption for the hand-held use of two-way radios by certain commercial, public transit, and public function drivers, and licensed amateur radio operators which was set to expire on January 1, 2013.

Following consultations with the industry, stakeholders and the public, the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) extended the hand-held two-way radio exemption for an additional five years to January 1, 2018, and then extended it a third time for an additional three years to January 1, 2021. These extensions were granted for the same specified commercial, public transit, and public function drivers, and licensed amateur radio operators.

The Ministry is currently considering making the hand-held two-way radio exemption permanent as:

· it is not aware of any collisions attributable to the use of these devices currently exempt under the regulation,

· Ontario would align with all other Canadian jurisdictions in allowing them permanent and, 
· a confirmed commercially viable market for hands-free alternatives to two-way radio technology has failed to develop. 

By making the exemption permanent, the use of hand-held two-way radios would be allowed under Ontario’s HTA Regulation 366/09 -  Display Screens and Hand-Held Devices.

Distracted Driving Overview 

In Ontario, the following are prohibited whenever a motor vehicle is being driven, including when it is stopped in traffic:

· Use of hand-held wireless communication devices;

· Texting, dialing and e-mailing; 

· Use of hand-held electronic entertainment devices; 

· Viewing display screens unrelated to driving, on devices; and

· Programming a GPS device, other than by voice commands.

What is allowed includes:

· Use of hands-free wireless communications devices with an earpiece, lapel button, voice commands and/or Bluetooth device;

· Viewing the display screens of GPS units secured in or mounted to the vehicle such that they do not obstruct the driver's view of the road;

· Hands-free use of portable MP3 players secured in or mounted to the vehicle;

· Calls to 911; and 

· Use of hand-held wireless communications by drivers of emergency services vehicles (fire, police, ambulance).

· Viewing the display screens of certain devices installed in the vehicle:
· collision avoidance systems

· an instrument, gauge or system that provides information on the conditions, use and immediate environment of the vehicle or that provides road or weather information

· Ignition interlock devices

· Car audio screens that display still images

Drivers are allowed to use hands-free wireless communications with an earpiece, lapel button, or Bluetooth device; view display screens of GPS units that are integrated into the vehicle dashboard or securely mounted on the dashboard as well as make emergency calls to 911. 
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