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Daytime Running Lights
Background:
Transport Canada, which is responsible for setting safety standards on new vehicles, created the requirement for daytime running lights to be installed on all new cars sold in Canada in 1990.  Additionally, vehicles that are less than 15 years old and are imported must have daytime running lights installed.   

A report was produced for Transport Canada in 1993.  It was able to compare data from before and after the new daytime running lights requirements were instituted in 1990.  It was estimated that relevant crashes were reduced by 11.3 per cent.  

Currently, the Ontario Highway Traffic Act (HTA) requires drivers to use their headlights at any time when, due to insufficient light or poor weather conditions, persons and vehicles on the road at a distance of 150 metres or less.  Additionally, headlights must be used from one half hour before sunset to one half hour after sunrise.  Despite these requirements, the HTA does not have a specific requirement for the use of daytime running lights.  
Proposed Regulation:
By implementing this new requirement, this government will accomplish the following:  
· Improve the harmonization between federal safety standards and provincial standards;
· Provide greater clarity to the public as to the requirements of daytime running lights; and

· Increase compliance with the federal regulations which should lead to fewer daytime crashes, thereby improving the safety of Ontario’s roads.  

