First Aid Modernization Consultations 
Regulation Number(s): N/A

Bill or Act: Occupational Health and Safety Act

Summary of Proposal: 

The Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) is proposing to transfer the responsibility of workplace first aid from the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) to MLTSD. 

This regulatory modernization could include:
· A new first aid regulation made under the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA),
· Revocation of the current Regulation 1101 First Aid Requirements made under the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997 (WSIA),
· The development of first aid training standards that are approved by the Chief Prevention Officer (CPO), and;
· Enforcement of first aid requirements by MLTSD.

The WSIB currently administers Regulation 1101 relating to first aid in WSIA-regulated workplaces. The WSIA covers approximately 76% of Ontario employers and a subset of these are subject to Regulation 1101, which was last amended in 1983.

The OHSA applies to all provincially regulated workplaces in Ontario. All occupational health and safety regulatory requirements that apply to these workplaces are under the OHSA except for workplace first aid requirements. Some sector specific OHSA regulations do set discrete first aid requirements applicable solely to the sector. 

Currently, Ontario employers must look to both the OHSA and the WSIA for comprehensive occupational health and safety requirements. This proposal would bring all requirements under one Act, administered by MLTSD.

Feedback to the questions posed in the consultation paper will provide valuable insight as the government determines the best ways to modernize workplace first aid requirements.

Further Information:

Consultation Paper in English and French
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