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Prohibiting the Obstruction of Protected Transportation Infrastructure 
The legislation makes it illegal to obstruct protected transportation infrastructure if the blockage disrupts ordinary economic activity or interferes with the safety, health or well-being of members of the public. Protected infrastructure is narrowly scoped to mean international border crossing points, prescribed international airports that regularly accommodate flights directly between Ontario and a country other than Canada and other prescribed transportation infrastructure that is of significance to international trade.

Powers to Direct
The legislation allows police officers to direct people who they reasonably believe are obstructing protected transportation infrastructure to stop, disperse, or remove objects they are using to cause an obstruction.  It also allows police officers to direct the owner or operator of a vehicle being used in a prohibited obstruction to remove it. Individuals are required to comply with these directions and it is an offence if they do not comply, including identifying themselves for the purpose laying a charge. 

Removal of Objects
The Act grants police officers the power to remove, maintain possession of and store objects used to impede access to protected transportation infrastructure, including vehicles, for 30 days.

Offences
An officer can arrest an individual, without a warrant, if the officer believes on reasonable grounds that the individual has, when directed to stop, failed to stop breaching the prohibitions on impeding or assisting a person to impede, failed to disperse when directed to, obstructed anyone in the exercise of a power or duty under the Act, or failed to identify themselves when directed. The maximum punishment for breaching any offence, except a failure to identify oneself, under the legislation are one-year imprisonment,  or a fine of up to $100,000 or both for an individual. Directors and officers of corporations could face up to $500,000 in fines or up to one year imprisonment or both. Corporations could face up to $10,000,000 in fines. Failure to comply with the requirement to identify oneself could result in a fine of up to $5,000, which is the default penalty under the Provincial Offences Act.

Roadside Suspensions 
The act provides the authority for police to impose roadside suspension of drivers’ licences and vehicle permits or to seize licence plates for 14 days if a vehicle is used to impede access to protected transportation infrastructure. These provisions also apply if a vehicle was used to assist a person who was impeding access to protected transportation infrastructure. 

Suspension of Certificates and Permits
Additional powers are given to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to suspend or cancel the plate portion of a commercial motor vehicle or trailer permit or a Commercial Vehicle Operator’s Registration (CVOR) certificate. Permit suspensions or cancellations apply to all commercial motor vehicles as defined in the Highway Traffic Act, including trucks, buses, commercial trailers and other vehicles as defined under the Highway Traffic Act. 

Additional Context: Suspensions for Individuals Convicted 
The Highway Traffic Act was amended to allow a provincial offences court to direct the Registrar to suspend the driver’s licence and deny vehicle permit renewals for people who are convicted of violating the Act and do not pay their fines. The person convicted of violating the Act is not able to renew their vehicle permit and therefore unable to legally operate their vehicle if the fines remain unpaid.




