Proposed Motor Tricycle Regulatory Amendments - Summary of Proposal:

Under the Highway Traffic Act (HTA), motor tricycles are treated as a form of motorcycle. However, the regulations under the HTA that apply to motorcycles tend to be more relevant to two-wheeled configurations than to three-wheeled configurations.  

It has been possible to apply existing regulations to historical motor tricycle configurations (one wheel in front, two wheels in the back) because these motor tricycles bear many similarities to two-wheeled motorcycles.

However, updated standards are required for both new motor tricycle configurations (two wheels in front, one wheel in the back) and technologies (e.g., braking systems that differ from those of conventional motorcycles) now emerging in the market, because they do not necessarily bear many similarities to two-wheeled motorcycles.

As expressed at the Ministry of Transportation’s Motor Tricycle Stakeholder Consultation held on November 20, 2007, MTO is recommending selected regulatory amendments to the HTA.   If approved, these amendments would be implemented in time for the 2008 riding season to recognize new motor tricycle technology, design and configurations, and to minimize any gaps that may raise safety concerns.   The ministry received input from those who attended the stakeholder consultation session, including representatives from motorcycle manufacturers, motorcycle trainers, insurers, and law enforcement.

Proposed HTA Regulation 587 (Equipment) Amendment Summary:

Regulation 587 deals with equipment in general and sets out various requirements and prohibitions for different types of vehicles.

NOTE: The following is a summary of key proposed amendments and not necessarily a complete list of all amendments under review.

· A definition of “motor tricycle” will be added that is derived primarily from the definition under the federal Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (Canada):
· “motor tricycle” means a motorcycle that

a) is designed to travel on three wheels in contact with the ground,

b) has seating on which all occupants must sit astride,

c) has not more than four designated seating positions,

d) has a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating of 1000 kg or less, 

e) has a minimum wheel rim diameter of 250 mm,

f) has a minimum wheel base of 1 016 mm, and,

g) does not have a structure partially or fully enclosing the driver and passenger, other than that part of the vehicle forward of the driver’s torso and the seat backrest,

· All motor tricycles will be required to have two mirrors and a functioning parking brake and to maintain originally fitted brake control and stability control systems. 

· All motor tricycles with 2 front wheels will need to be built and maintained to federal standards.

· Amendments will recognize federally compliant split-service brake systems for motorcycles originally manufactured with such a braking system.

Proposed HTA Regulation 611 (Safety Inspections) Amendment Summary:

Regulation 611 establishes equipment and performance standards that vehicles must meet to be issued a safety standards certificate.  Different schedules of standards are applicable to different sorts of vehicles.  Schedule 6 applies to motorcycles.
NOTE: The following is a summary of key proposed amendments and not necessarily a complete list of all amendments under review.

· The federal definition of motor tricycle, as detailed in the previous Reg. 587 amendment section, will be added.
· Schedule 6 (motorcycles) will be modified to include standards appropriate for motor tricycles with two rear wheels. 

· A new schedule will be added to the Regulation setting out standards applicable to motor tricycles with two front wheels. The new schedule for motor tricycles with two front wheels will combine criteria appropriate for its car-like features (i.e.; steering, suspension) with criteria suitable to its motorcycle-like features (i.e.; tires, brakes): 

· Motor tricycles with two front wheels will be required: 

· To display a label proving compliance with federal manufacturing standards; 

· To comply with all appropriate motorcycle standards;

· To have a parking brake, two mirrors, speedometer and odometer;

· To have, where originally fitted, a properly functioning anti-lock braking system, wheel speed sensors and electronic stability control system; 

· To have clearance lamps and reflectors indicating the width of the vehicle, in addition to all federally-mandated lights; and

· To have only the number of seating positions with which the vehicle was originally manufactured

· All motor tricycles will be required to:

· Comply with all appropriate motorcycle standards;

· Have a parking brake and two mirrors;

· Have a brake failure indicator light, if equipped with a split service brake system; 

· Have properly functioning anti-lock brake system (ABS), wheel speed sensors, and electronic stability controls, if originally equipped with such;

· Have lamps or reflectors to indicate vehicles width; and

· Have only the number of seating positions with which the vehicle was originally manufactured

· Amendments will recognize federally compliant split-service brake systems for motorcycles originally manufactured with such a braking system.
Proposed HTA Regulation 625 (Tire Standards and Specifications) Amendment Summary:

Regulation 625 deals with tires specifically and sets out various requirements and prohibitions.

NOTE: The following is a summary of key proposed amendments and not necessarily a complete list of all amendments under review.

· The federal definition of motor tricycle, with appropriate modifications as detailed in the previous Reg. 587 amendment section, will be added.
· Motor tricycles with two front wheels will be required to be fitted with tires of a size or type appropriate for a motor tricycle.
