Child Car Seat Restraint Enhancements – Summary of Proposal

INTRODUCTION:

Motor vehicle collisions are the leading cause of injury and death among children and youth.  An unrestrained infant traveling in a car at 50 km/h may suffer the same injuries as a child falling three storeys from a window.  However, research shows that a correctly used child car seat or booster seat reduces the likelihood of injury or death by up to 75 per cent and booster seats provide up to 60 per cent more protection than seat belts alone.

The province encourages all parents and child care providers to transport children in the appropriate child car seat.  Ontario is always looking for new ways to get more children to travel in the safest way possible, using the appropriate child car seats and booster seats.  
One critical criterion in the proper use of child car seats is to match the seat to the individual needs of each child (e.g., height, weight, age and medical condition). The federal government has established safety standards for child seats that accommodate children with medical conditions and special needs.  Restraint systems for children with disabilities must meet Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (CMVSS) 213.3.  Restraint systems for infants with special needs must meet CMVSS 213.5.  The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is proposing to expand the list of child restraint systems that can be used in Ontario to include these federally-approved child restraint systems for children with special needs.  Motor vehicles, such as transit buses, that are currently exempt from child car seat requirements would remain exempt.  

The requirement to use alternate restraints would be permissive, rather than mandatory, so parents and caregivers would have the option of using a specially designed child restraint that complies with federal standards.  The general rule is as follows: if a child can sit up properly and not suffer respiratory or cardiac distress, then a conventional car seat would work.  On the other hand, if a child cannot sit up, parents and caregivers can consider for their special needs children, for example, car beds for infants, Snug Seat Hippo, EZ-On or modified EZ-On vests for older children.
The ministry is also proposing to clarify in regulations that built-in child car seats or “integrated” seats that come with the vehicle at the time of manufacture are permitted for use in Ontario. Integrated child car seats conform to all the safety standards under the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (MVSR), standard 213.4. Permitting the use of integrated or built-in child car seats or booster seats would positively impact vehicle owners whose vehicles are already equipped with these restraint systems. The use of integrated seats would remove issues associated with the incorrect installation of child car seats.  
Research shows that, currently, all jurisdictions in North America require infants and toddlers, up to at least age four, to be secured in child car seats.  As such, MTO is proposing to remove current exemptions that are in place for infants and toddlers travelling in a vehicle registered in another jurisdiction.  This will ensure all children, including visitors to this province, are properly secured in a motor vehicle.  As well, MTO is also proposing to amend regulations to reduce the current 60-day exemption period for booster seat usage when the motor vehicle is registered in another jurisdiction to 30 days, with complete removal of this exemption in five years.  The current 60-day exemption period puts too many young visitors to this province at risk of injury or death in the event of a collision.  The five-year transition period, prior to removing this exemption in its entirety, would provide sufficient time to communicate changes to visitors to this province.  It is also expected that, within that time period, most other North American jurisdictions will have adopted mandatory booster seat laws.
To further strengthen Ontario’s child car seat requirements, MTO is proposing to remove the current exemption for short–term rented or leased vehicles.  This is strongly supported by the stakeholders who agree that children should always travel by the safest means possible, regardless of whether the vehicle they are travelling in is owned, rented or leased. 

Drivers will continue to be responsible for ensuring young children are properly secured at all times.  MTO has held consultation sessions with child safety advocates, therapists, other healthcare professionals and impacted industries, all of whom support these proposed changes.

