BACKGROUNDER: Recognizing Department of National Defence 404 Drivers’ Permits for Issuance of Equivalent Ontario Drivers’ licences.  

Ontario has been approached by both Department of National Defence (DND) and “Helmets to Hardhats” to explore means to assist members of the military community with licensing issues that they have. The request is for Ontario to waive provincial driver’s licence testing requirements for existing and past DND 404 permit holders, and recognize DND’s existing robust training and testing regime. Both DND and “Helmets to Hardhats” have identified major issues with the transition to civilian life by former military personnel, finding suitable employment is often a serious problem. 

DND 404 permits are issued pursuant to the federal National Defence Act and are granted to DND personnel, employees, and contractors that operate military vehicles.
The majority of DND 404 permit holders also possess a provincial licence. 

An extensive analysis has been conducted of DND’s licensing standards, which has demonstrated that DND’s training and testing standards are comparable and, in many cases, exceed Ontario’s testing standards. To obtain and possess a DND 404 permit, the driver must operate the vehicle type for a prescribed amount of time and on a regular basis.  Additionally, these amendments benefit Ontario by making skilled, trained and experienced drivers available to the commercial transportation industry. This supports the ministry’s mandate for road safety and the efficient transportation of goods.  

To allow existing and past DND 404 permit holders military driving experience to be accredited in Ontario and waive the testing requirements amendments to Ontario Regulation 341/94 and 340/94, under the Highway Traffic Act (HTA), were made.  

The ministry recognizes the extensive training and testing that military personnel complete to acquire a DND 404 permit by waiving testing requirements for an Ontario licence in the equivalent class. Ontario’s existing identification requirements, vision testing, medical requirements, and applicable fees still apply. Ontario will allow the existing permit holder to retain their DND 404 permit as the military requires them to retain it; alternatively past DND 404 permit holders who have retired will no longer hold the DND 404 permit and the ministry will accept a “Driver Qualification” letter issued by DND. 

The Case for Accrediting Military Driving Experience: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ministry has two ways in which it can waive testing requirements for applicants from other jurisdictions, either by way of a regulation change or a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Ontario supports waiving testing requirements for applicants from other jurisdictions, provided that the other jurisdiction’s licensing standards are comparable to Ontario’s. As part of this process Ontario completes a comprehensive analysis to confirm that the jurisdiction has comparable licensing requirements and standards. Ontario currently waives knowledge and road testing requirements for qualified applicants from all Canadian provinces and territories, Australia, Austria, Belgium, France, Great Britain, Germany, Ireland, Isle of Man, Japan, South Korea, Northern Ireland, Switzerland, New Zealand, as well as the United States. Regulatory provisions currently exist to enable the waiving of testing requirements for applicants that hold a Canadian Forces Europe Operator’s permit. 

DND’s training and testing standards are very stringent. Additionally, in order to obtain a DND 404 permit, the individual must operate the class of vehicle for a prescribed amount of time. Prior to obtaining a full DND 404 permit, the driver must enrol in a DND course that is at least 18 weeks long and consists of topics including: defensive driving, traffic regulations, air brake systems, transportation of dangerous goods, vehicle inspections and maintenance, safe backing practices, characteristics of the vehicle, and safe operation of the vehicle. 

An analysis has been completed to determine the appropriate equivalencies between various classes of DND 404s, and the equivalent Ontario class of licence which will be outlined by policy to support Regulation 341/94 and 340/94.   

Based on the review of DND’s extensive training and testing regime, the ministry is accrediting these individuals with the skill and knowledge they have obtained by waiving the knowledge and road test requirements for existing and past DND 404 holders.  This is also in keeping with Ontario‘s existing policy towards other jurisdictions with comparable licensing standards and driver licence exchange policies. 
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