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The following regulatory changes will need to be made in order to implement the project:

· Define retrospective look-back period for the application of licence plate denial to enhance collection of defaulted fines; 
· Identify actors that will be exempt from the application of plate denial. 
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We invite your comments on these proposed regulatory amendments.  
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EXPANSION OF LICENCE PLATE DENIAL TO ENHANCE THE COLLECTION OF DEFAULTED PROVINCIAL OFFENCES ACT (POA) FINES – 
Summary of Proposal

Context

Today, there is approximately $1.4 billion in defaulted POA fines that are owed to municipalities. Some of these fines extend as far back as the 1960s. While collection rates for defaulted fines have improved markedly in recent years, the amount in defaulted fines owed to municipalities continues to increase each year.
Municipalities have called on the province to assist in providing more tools to collect defaulted POA fines. One particular measure requested, is the expansion of Ontario’s existing licence plate denial regime, which currently only applies defaulted fine related to vehicle-based offences (e.g. parking infractions). Municipalities have asked that the province also deny licence plate validation for defaulted fines related to driving-based offences (e.g. speeding and careless driving).  
Based on extensive work with its municipal partners, the province has devised a framework for the expansion of plate denial and introduced corresponding legislation.
On June 2nd, 2015, the government passed the Making Ontario’s Road Safer Act, 2015 (formerly known as Bill 31), to implement new initiatives to enhance municipalities’ ability to collect defaulted POA fines, through changes to the ministry’s existing plate denial program. 
Through this legislative authority, the Ministry of Transportation will be making the necessary policy and regulatory changes to make improvements to the fine collection tools and processes. Taken together, this initiative will:
· Expand the existing plate denial regime to also deny all licence plates of individuals who default on a fine related to driving-based offences (which currently result in a licence suspension on fine default);
· Apply this plate denial regime retrospectively to aid in the collection of outstanding, historic defaulted driving-related fines;
· Maintain and improve the existing single plate denial system for defaults stemming from vehicle-based offences; and,
· Enhance customer service to allow fine defaulters to pay fines at ServiceOntario locations and through ServiceOnatario’s online channel. 

The ministry is currently working to fully implement this initiative in Spring 2017.

Ministry Regulatory Proposal

In support of the legislative changes made under the Making Ontario’s Roads Safer Act, 2015, the ministry is proposing regulatory changes, which will:

· Apply licence plate denial retrospectively to all outstanding driving-related fines over the last seven years;

· Exempt jointly-owned vehicles (vehicles that are registered in the name of two or more persons) and vehicles registered to a company, from the application of plate denial.

Rationale

The ministry is seeking input on the two aforementioned regulatory changes in order to ensure that the expansion of plate denial is:
a) effective in helping municipalities collect defaulted fines, including historic fines that have been imposed for offences that occurred in the past; and,
b) applied reasonably, only to actors eligible to receive a defaulted fine driver’s licence suspension, without unduly impacting innocent third parties.

Ultimately, the overarching goal of the government’s initiative to expand licence plate denial is to allow municipalities to collect outstanding fines that are owed to them. This initiative has the added benefits of also enhancing the administration of justice by ensuring that individuals who commit traffic offences are held accountable for their actions. 
We invite your comments on these regulatory amendments.   
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