Adoption Information Disclosure Regulation Proposal under the
Child, Youth and Family Services Act, 2017

Summary of Proposal 
Adoption Information Disclosure (O. Reg. 464/07), is a regulation under the Child and Family Services Act, 1990 (CFSA) and sets out the rules in which certain information relating to adoptions may be disclosed to specified individuals. With the passage of the Child, Youth and Family Services Act, 2017 (CYFSA) it is necessary that the regulation be updated so that it works with the CYFSA. Proclamation of CYFSA is expected in spring 2018.
The Ministry of Community and Social Services (MCSS) is proposing to retain the policy framework contained in the existing CFSA and O. Reg.464/07.  The new proposed regulation achieves this with some updating language so that it works with the language in the CYFSA.  
The ministry is proposing two policy changes to the existing framework regarding adoption disclosure.  These are described in the next section below. No other policy changes are being proposed.
Proposed Changes
Summary Information:

The new regulation does not include the option of a providing a summary of the information available under the adoption disclosure regulation.  Presently, O. Reg. 464/07 allows for a summary of the information contained in an adoption file to be provided instead of the copies of records containing information if it is “not practicable” to provide redacted copies of the original documents. This authority is provided in subsection 12 (5) 2 of O. Reg. 464/07 and applies to both a Child Aid Society and the MCSS custodian.

Adoption information includes copies of documents from the original adoption file, with any identifying information removed. Documents could include information on a range of matters, including the birth family's ethnic origin or nationality and languages spoken; descriptions of birth relatives personalities, hobbies, talents, interests and physical appearances; social and medical history information; levels of education attained and general employment history; marital status of birth parents, grandparents; outline of birth parents' relationship and circumstances leading to the adoption.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Summaries often provide only the required key information and not the additional context contained in these documents. By eliminating the option of providing summaries of information contained in an adoption file, the ministry anticipates that persons entitled to information will receive more and better information to which they are entitled to under the adoption disclosure framework. 


Timelines for Fulfilling Requests

The new regulation proposes establishing a timeline, or service standard, for the provision of non-identifying adoption information. The proposed standard would be 30 days with a possible extension up to 90 days. No service standard exists in the current regulation.

This proposal improves client service by providing transparent service times and consistency across the province regarding access to adoption information. This approach aligns with the time frames provided in Part X of the CYFSA with respect to access and correction of personal information by service providers. 


