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Section 1: Issues & Objectives
Issues:
· The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care (Ministry) is proposing amendments to the Long-Term Care Homes Act, 2007 (the Act) and considering associated amendments to Ontario Regulation 79/10 (O. Reg 79/10 or the Regulation) under the Act, with respect to the licensing process for long-term care homes. 
· These amendments would help reduce administrative burden for long-term care homes and the Ministry by streamlining the licensing process and increasing flexibility for responding to emergency situations.
· The proposed amendments align with Ontario’s Red Tape Reduction initiative to make it easier for businesses to operate.

Objectives:
· To reduce administrative burden for long-term care homes by streamlining and modernizing the licensing process in the long-term care sector. 

Proposed Approach
· The Ministry is proposing amendments to the Act and considering associated amendments to the Regulation as follows:
· Modernize the long-term care licensing process by providing the Ministry (Director under the Act) with greater flexibility regarding when and how public feedback is sought as part of the licence transaction process, rather than being required to hold a public meeting in all applicable circumstances as under the current provision. The Ministry would be empowered to make a policy regarding when exceptions should be made to the requirement for public consultation. 
· Expand the scope of temporary emergency licences to include all types of circumstances where long-term care beds are needed to accommodate persons affected by a temporary emergency.
· Remove provisions related to short-term authorizations (as they will be covered by the temporary emergency licence provisions instead).
· Better meet temporary emergency needs by providing the ministry with the flexibility to issue temporary emergency licences for a longer period of time, up to a maximum of one year.
· Subject to applicable approvals, the amendments to O. Reg 79/10 may revise or remove existing provisions relating to the above matters which would instead be dealt with by the provisions under the Act, as amended.


	Current Provisions
	Proposed Amendments
	Rationale/Intended Outcome
	Impact to business (Y/N)

	Requirements for Public Consultations for licensing transactions are set out in s.106 of the LTCHA.

Further detailed requirements regarding public meetings are set out in s. 273 of the Regulation

	The proposed amendments would:
· help to streamline the licensing process for long-term care home operators/licensees and to facilitate long-term care redevelopment with less administrative burden.
· provide the Ministry (Director under the Act) with the flexibility to conduct public consultations in the manner the Director determines to be appropriate (e.g. not requiring a public meeting in all applicable cases), and to make exceptions to the public consultation requirements in appropriate cases (including the power to make a policy as to when such exceptions are warranted).
The Regulations may be amended, subject to applicable approvals, to support the above.
	The proposed amendment would:
· provide an expected cost savings from potential  reduction of the holding of public meetings which the amendments would allow, resulting from reduces costs associated with facility rentals, staff travel and accommodation.
	The proposed amendments would potentially result in a reduction in the frequency of attendance by LTC licensees at public meetings.

	The current provisions for temporary emergency licences and short-term authorizations are set out in s.112 and s.113 of the LTCHA and s. 273 and s.274 of O. Reg 79/10
	· The proposed amendments would improve the timeliness and process for issuing long-term care emergency licences by:
· Expanding the scope of temporary emergency licences to include all types of circumstances where long-term care beds are needed to accommodate persons affected by a temporary emergency.
· Remove provisions related to short-term authorizations (as they will be covered by the temporary emergency licence provisions instead).
· Better meet temporary emergency needs by providing the ministry with the flexibility to issue temporary emergency licences for a longer period of time, up to a maximum of one year.

The Regulations may be amended, subject to applicable approvals, to support the above.

	The proposed amendment would:
· reduce administrative burden to the Ministry by allowing for a longer licensing period, and more flexible requirements.
· provide a potential for cost savings to long-term care operators as the longer time period for emergency licences may reduce the potential movement of residents before they are ready to be readmitted to the home safely.
· better help support long-term care operators/licensees to respond in a timely manner in emergency situations. The changes would also support operators to maintain stability of the general operation of the long-term care home.
· provide the Ministry with increased flexibility to licence temporary emergency long-term care beds to facilitate placement of residents within a reasonable time frame. It would also limit the risk of uncertainty for the placement of residents in emergency situations.
	The proposed amendment would  support the LTC licensees to maintain stability of the general operation of the LTC home.



Section 2: Options
1) Status Quo: 
	Description
	Implications

	Public Consultations
	· Status quo for public consultations would continue to obligate the Ministry to hold public meetings for all applicable licensing transactions, without exception, where actual public engagement is expected, based on past experience, to often be low or non-existent.

	
Temporary emergency licences
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Status quo for temporary emergency licences and short-term authorizations would result in  continued administrative burden for the ministry and LTC licensees.



Section 3: Assess Benefits and Costs
Annual cost savings of an estimated $136,600 are expected for the Ministry as a result of amendments related to streamlining the licensing process.  The estimated cost savings are based on data from 2017-2018.  The estimated cost savings as set out above, are based on the assumption that no public meetings will be held if the amendments are approved.
 
	Amendments related to Public Consultations

	Operational Costs for the Ministry

	Posting public meeting notice in newspapers
	$76,000

	Renting space to host public meetings
	$1,600

	Ministry staff travel costs for facilitation of public meetings
	$4,000

	Administrative costs for the Ministry

	Administrative costs related to the organization of public meetings (coordination and communication)
	$40,000

	

	Amendments related to Temporary Emergency Licenses

	Administrative costs for the Ministry

	Estimated time spent by ministry staff to issue temporary emergency licences
	$15,000



Other Costs

N/A

Section 4: Describe and Calculate Cost Savings to Small Business

It is anticipated that the proposed changes would have minimal cost savings for the long-term care licensees.   With the potential reduction in public meetings, there will also be a reduction in licensees required to attend these meetings.  

Section 5: Consultation and Publishing the Analysis of Regulatory Impact
The ministry consulted with stakeholders representing advocacy groups, and licensee associations regarding the proposal to streamline the Ministry’s licensing process. The proposed regulatory amendments related to these proposed amendments are expected to be posted on the Regulatory Registry following the introduction of the Red Tape Reduction Bill to the Legislative and Regulatory Committee on December 6, 2018.
The stakeholder groups consulted included the Advocacy Centre for the Elderly (ACE), AdvantAge Ontario, the Ontario Long-Term Care Association (OLTCA), the Family Council of Ontario (FCO), the Ontario Association of Resident’s Councils (OARC), and representatives from operators of Indigenous long-term care homes. 
Sector advocates including long-term care sector associations were supportive of the removal of the requirement for the Ministry to hold a public meeting, as it will help to streamline the licensing process and will support the timeliness of the long-term care redevelopment process. However, organizations representing long-term care residents and families have raised concerns related to the omission of the requirement to have a public meeting in some instances.
Proposed amendments related to temporary emergency licences have received positive feedback from advocates and long-term care associations as they would provide efficiency in processing licensing transactions in a timely manner.  Long-term care operators are also supportive of the change as it would help support the continuity of operations within the home.
If passed and approved, proposed amendments would come into effect upon proclamation in force of the amendments to the Act. 

Section 6: Offsetting

The total estimated potential cost savings for the ministry and long-term care sector are $136,600. This offset is expected to be banked on an annual basis over the next 10 years.




Section 7: Conclusion and Recommended Option

The Ministry is proposing amendments to the Act and considering amendments to O. Reg 79/10 under the Act (subject to applicable approvals) with respect to public consultations and temporary emergency licences. These amendments would modernize the licensing process for the long-term care sector.

The proposed amendments would modernize the long-term care licensing process by providing the Ministry (Director under the Act) with greater flexibility regarding when and how public feedback is sought as part of the licence transaction process. The proposed amendments would also improve the timeliness and process for issuing long-term care emergency licences.

With respect to for-profit long-term care homes, the proposed amendments would potentially provide an estimated $136,600 in annual cost savings for the Ministry. 
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