Bill 126 - Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) Alternative Impoundment Program 
Program – Additional Details
Background: 
Bill 126, Road Safety Act, 2009, introduced three new seven-day vehicle impoundment programs (VIPs) that will become effective on December 1, 2010.  One of these new VIPs is for drivers caught driving with a driver’s licence (DL) that is under a specific Highway Traffic Act (HTA) suspension(s) including default of family support, but not including suspensions for defaulted fines or medical conditions.  A seven-day vehicle impoundment would apply if caught driving while under an HTA suspension such as:
· failure to complete remedial measures;
· warn range suspensions;
· novice violations;
· demerit point accumulations; and
· careless driving

The commercial transportation industry had raised concerns related to the potential hardships their industry may face as a result of the expanded program for vehicle impoundments under Bill 126 despite their efforts of due diligence.  To address these concerns, Bill 126 was amended at the legislative committee stage to provide the Minister of Transportation with the authority to develop an alternative impoundment scheme for CMVs.
Alternative Program: 
The Ministry of Transportation has developed a CMV alternative program that contains the following elements:
1. CMVs driven by a driver whose eligible HTA suspension has been in effect for less than 100 days would fall within the alternate program and would be exempt from impoundment. (This is a reasonable amount of time for responsible carriers who conduct quarterly licence checks).
2. CMVs driven by a driver whose suspension has been in effect for 100 days or more will be subject to the new 7-day VIP.
Existing sanctions will still apply to all drivers operating a vehicle while under DL suspension, regardless of whether the vehicle is eligible for impound.
The alternative program would be specific to driving a CMV while under an HTA-related suspension (including default of family support) and would not extend to:

a. driving a CMV that is not equipped with an ignition interlock device contrary to a condition on driver’s licence 
b. an Administrative Driver Licence Suspension for having a Blood Alcohol Concentration over 0.08 or fail/refuse to comply with a demand (to provide a breath sample) made by a police officer under the Criminal Code of Canada (CCC).
This CMV alternative impoundment program will also be effective December 1, 2010.

Previous Proposal: 
The above CMV alternative program has been simplified from the proposal originally posted on the Regulatory Registry that included the following elements: 
1. All CMVs would be allowed to complete the trip with a properly licensed driver.

2. Carriers would have 48 hours to produce evidence of a quarterly licence record check to law enforcement to avoid any impoundment.

3. If after 48 hours, the required evidence is not provided to police, MTO would be notified by police, and the carrier would be required to “self-impound” the commercial vehicle at their facility for seven days.

4. Upon notification, MTO would suspend the plate and vehicle identification number for 7 days.

