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A Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is an internationally accepted code that provides a distinct identifier for all vehicles. It is assigned by the vehicle manufacturer and contains information about the manufacturer, model, year, make and vehicle configuration information. It cannot be changed once assigned. A VIN is an important piece of information for registering and tracking the history of a vehicle. Very rarely, a vehicle may not have a VIN.

MTO assigns a VIN when the vehicle is reassembled, homemade, the VIN is obliterated or defaced, the manufacturer’s VIN is unacceptable, or the manufacturer has not assigned one. Today MTO requires a sworn affidavit to assign a VIN. This is one way to reduce fraud and support the integrity of the assigned VIN process, and to make sure that the database of registered vehicles is accurate.

Ontario will correct a vehicle’s VIN on the vehicle registration database when the owner is able to provide evidence of what the original VIN should be. There is no fee to assign or correct a VIN in Ontario, although in some cases there is a $32 fee to issue a new registration permit after the VIN is assigned. Once a VIN is assigned, it is the responsibility of the vehicle registrant to have the VIN plate embossed and placed on the vehicle.

Sometimes bad actors attempt to fraudulently apply for an assigned VIN. They may do this to clone a VIN of another vehicle, or to mask a stolen vehicle. Sometimes they try to replace a VIN to trick buyers into thinking that an irreparably damaged vehicle that is only usable for parts, is fit for on the road use. The registration system will not allow salvage vehicles to be registered, but these bad actors may try to find a way around the system so that vehicles can be registered again for on-road use. Sometimes bad actors may try to alter the VIN of a trailer to get around weight restrictions. 

Currently, Alberta and Saskatchewan use a third-party company to properly identify vehicles and issue VINs to motor vehicles and trailers. The vehicle registrant is required to pay a fee of about $100-$500 for this service depending on the type of vehicle. The company completes a detailed inspection of the vehicle, and investigation of the history of the vehicle before a VIN can be assigned. 

After introducing third-party investigations into their assigned VIN programs, Alberta and Saskatchewan reported significant improvements to the integrity of their assigned VIN programs, including recovery of stolen vehicles.  
 
Related to Bill 282, the Moving Ontarians More Safely (MOMS) Act, 2021, the ministry committed to explore options on how to improve the integrity of Ontario’s Assigned VIN Program. The objective is to reduce fraud and help recover stolen vehicles by preventing bad actors from fraudulently applying for an assigned VIN. 

That is why the MTO is seeking feedback on how to improve the assigned VIN program. 

One question that we are looking to include is whether the public would support requiring an investigation by a third-party company before assigning a VIN? Alberta and Saskatchewan saw improvements to the integrity of their assigned VIN programs after introducing more extensive inspections. They have also reported that the investigations have helped to recover stolen vehicles. In these provinces, inspections come at a cost to the person who needs an assigned VIN of $100-500. 

A second question is what kinds of vehicles would require an inspection before a VIN is assigned? Today many different types of vehicles are required to have VINs. This includes passenger vehicles, motorcycles, trucks, buses, snowmobiles, off-road vehicles, restricted use vehicles, low speed vehicles, three wheeled vehicles and large trailers weighing 1630 kg or more. If the MTO were to require an investigation by a third-party company before assigning a VIN, should the same investigation be required for all, or only some of these vehicle types?
 
We invite you to review the details of this proposal and submit comments for MTO consideration. Please let us know about your ideas, potential benefits, or concerns that you have as well as any recommendations to improve the integrity of Ontario’s assigned VIN program. 




