Executive Summary: Proposed Changes for the Next Edition of Ontario’s Building Code (Phase 3 - Fall 2022 Consultation)
Phase 3 - Fall 2022 Consultation 
Ontario’s Building Code has long established quality construction standards to minimize the risk to the health and safety, address fire safety, accessibility, and structural sufficiency, and promote water and energy conservation, as well as environmental integrity.
The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is launching the third and final phase of consultation on proposed changes for the next edition of Ontario’s Building Code. The feedback provided throughout all phases will inform the next edition, and will help Ontario further align its Code with National Construction Codes, improve Ontario-specific provisions, and ensure that as the ministry fulfills harmonization commitments, Ontario’s needs continue to be met. 
The Phase 3 - Fall 2022 Consultation consists of engagement and discussion in November/December 2022, and three simultaneous online postings (each open for 45 days) on:
1. the Regulatory Registry of Ontario on Building Code Changes to Support More Homes Built Faster: Ontario’s Housing Supply Action Plan 2022-23
2. the Regulatory Registry of Ontario on General Proposed Changes for the Next Edition of Ontario’s Building Code (including information on the 2025 National Construction Codes consultation)
3. the Environmental Registry of Ontario on Proposed Changes to Sewage Systems and Energy Efficiency
If needed, further discussions may be planned, and interested stakeholders are encouraged to follow-up with ministry staff accordingly.
Thank you to every individual and organization that has taken the time to review and comment on proposals. Your contribution is appreciated and valued. 
Proposed Changes
This phase of consultation mainly focuses on Ontario-specific provisions that were not included in the first phase of consultation in Fall 2021. However, throughout the Fall 2021 and Winter 2022 consultations, further changes related to harmonization were identified, and new proposals have also been included in Phase 3 for public feedback. In addition, there are two groups of proposed changes that are intended to support housing priorities under the More Homes Built Faster plan and these may ultimately be expedited as part of Ontario’s efforts to increase the mix and supply of housing. 
Below is an overview of the themes and proposed changes. 
Division A / Compliance, Objectives and Functional Statements
· Adding, revising, and deleting definitions (e.g., design load, fire compartment, heritage buildings, treatment units) and removing references to outdated building codes for the design of farm buildings
· Adding new functional statements related to uncontrolled air leakage requirements
Division B / Part 3: Large Buildings 
· Supporting housing supply (e.g., exempting standpipe requirements for 4 storey stacked townhouses, as well as removing additional restrictions for combustible piping and allowing the use of combustible exit stair shaft with a 1-hour fire resistance in mid-rise wood buildings)
Note: See separate Regulatory Registry posting for details on these More Homes Built Faster plan proposals 
· Fire safety in Part 3 buildings (e.g., allowing combustible cladding and combustible components as part of the exterior wall assemblies in high-rise buildings, clarifying provisions waiving smoke dampers or combination smoke and fire dampers in certain buildings, and requiring visual signaling devices with smoke detectors in residential occupancies)
· Exits in Part 3 Buildings (e.g., clarifying that wider corridor exit widths for sleeping rooms apply only to “care” and “care and treatment” occupancies as well as clarifying handrail extension provisions)
· Public Pools (e.g., adding new requirements for steps into and out of public pools, increasing opening width at pool as per width of ramp, and clarifying provisions related to barrier-free path of travel and perimeter tactile attention indicators)
· Miscellaneous (e.g., clarifying the application of Part 3 provisions for design of specific re-classified restaurants or buildings with care occupancies, and allowing horizontal railings in lieu of curbs for ramps)
Division B / Part 4: Structural Design
· Anchoring system design standards (i.e., revising the referenced CSA Standard)

Division B / Part 5: Environmental Separation
· Durability in buildings (e.g., adding a reference to a CSA standard)
Division B / Part 7: Plumbing
· Service connections (e.g., clarifying the permission to re-use sanitary and storm drainage system connections)
· Materials and equipment (e.g., upgrading tracer wire requirements for underground non-metallic water service pipes or fire service mains) 
· Potable water systems (e.g., adding daycare nurseries to list of occupancies requiring hot water temperature controls, clarifying that emergency floor drains have no hydraulic load for sizing purposes, and allowing higher water supply velocity within plastic piping)
· Miscellaneous (e.g., recognizing that showers in dwelling units may have multiple heads without increasing load, and clarifying venting requirements for grease interceptors) 
Division B / Part 8: Sewage Systems 
(Note: See posting on the Environmental Registry of Ontario for detailed code change list)
· Combined treatment and dispersal bed systems (e.g., aligning requirements with those of other Class 4 systems)
· Leaching beds (e.g., allowing gravelless leaching chambers in filter beds, and providing clarity with respect to the installation of distribution piping)
· Miscellaneous (e.g., removing some of the requirements related to distribution pipes in leaching chambers)
Division B / Part 9: Houses and Small Buildings
· New provisions to reduce the likelihood of severe damage or total loss in the event of a tornado (e.g., providing an intentional continuous load path to the foundation)
· [bookmark: _Hlk115073942]Soil gas and radon (e.g., further consequential changes related to rough-in requirements)
· Miscellaneous (e.g., updating provisions for the required compressive strength of concrete for floors-on-ground, and allowing for alternative membrane materials to protect interior basement wall insulation)


Division B / Part 12: Resource Conservation and Environmental Integrity
(Note: See posting on the Environmental Registry of Ontario for detailed code change list)
· Relocating the existing enhancements to the National Energy Code for Buildings for allowable fenestration and door area from Supplementary Standard SB-10 to Part 12
Division C / Administrative Provisions
· Modifying an existing provision to clarify the permit requirement for the demolition of a farm building on a farm property 
· Ensuring compliance with the requirements of section 168.3.1 of the Environmental Protection Act for a partial occupancy permit
Supplementary Standard SB-9 / Requirement for Soil Gas Control
(Note: The changes are shown in the associated Proposed Change Forms for Part 9)
· Increasing alignment of soil gas control in Ontario’s Building Code and the National Building Code further consequential changes
Rationale for the Proposed Changes
[bookmark: _Hlk92698886]Detailed information on the rationale for each change is available in Code Change Proposal Forms. The hyperlinks to each Code Change Proposal Forms have been embedded in the attached “List of Phase 3 – General Proposed Building Code Changes”. 
Next Steps in the Development of the Next Edition of Ontario’s Building Code
Although the Phase 3 postings will close in early December, it’s expected that discussions will continue as needed until early 2023 to allow time for the ministry to complete the review and analysis of all feedback and finalize the drafting of the next edition. 
Timing and Release 
The 2020 National Construction Codes were released in March 2022. As a result, Ontario will need its new Building Code to be in-effect by March 2024 to meet commitments made in the 2020 Reconciliation Agreement on Construction Codes.
To provide the sector with sufficient time to prepare, contents of a new Code are normally made publicly available approximately 8-10 months prior to being in-force. The ministry intends to file this next edition of the Building Code in Spring/Summer 2023. 
Building industry capacity to absorb the changes that will be introduced in the next edition is an important consideration. The ministry will prepare resources and guidance materials to support the building industry’s preparation before the Code takes effect in 2024. 
Consultation on the 2025 National Construction Codes
The National Research Council (NRC) is planning seven public reviews between 2022-2024 to inform the 2025 National Construction Codes (and ultimately Ontario’s 2026/2027 Building Code), with the first public review expected to open on October 24, 2022 (https://ccbfc-cccbpi.ca/en/get-involved/public-review-on-proposed-changes-to-codes-canada-publications-2022/) for 60 days.
The first public review proposes changes related to:
· Seating requirements in Assembly Occupancies
· Size limit for open stringers
· Tactile direction indicators
· Lateral loads for Part 9 buildings
· Wind resistance of vegetated roof assemblies
· Protection of potable water
· Application of requirements from the National Energy Code for Buildings (NECB) to lighting located on a building’s site
· Part-load performance of boiler and furnace
Why should Ontarians participate in the national code development process?
Ontario has partnered with provinces/territories and federal representatives to transform the National Code development system, and streamline processes, including consultations. This means that Ontario may not open its own online postings on the changes proposed in the 2025 National Construction Code consultations. It is therefore critical that Ontario’s industry partners participate in national consultations as the code changes proposed in the 2025 National Construction Code consultations are likely to be adopted into Ontario’s Building Code in 2026/2027. 
Will Ontario’s Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) re-consult on the proposed changes for the 2025 National Construction Codes? 
Although the transformation of the national code development system is underway, many implementation aspects and their impact on individual provinces and territories have yet to be decided, including Ontario’s consultation approach for future editions of Ontario’s Building Code. 
[bookmark: _Hlk116893692]While these national consultations are likely to be Ontario’s principal mechanism for consultation on Ontario’s 2026/2027 Building Code, MMAH will seek a balance between streamlining national and provincial consultation processes, and ensuring Ontarians’ feedback is heard and taken into consideration. If there is a need, MMAH can accommodate additional focused sessions pending feedback received through NRC’s consultation. 
Will MMAH receive the feedback submitted to the NRC on the 2025 National Construction Codes?
Yes. Please submit your feedback on the 2025 National Construction Codes to the NRC (https://ccbfc-cccbpi.ca/en/comment-on-a-proposed-change-fall-2022-public-review/). Following National’s consultation process, MMAH will receive copies of feedback on NRC’s proposed changes.
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