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Proposed Preventing Unethical Puppy Sales Act, 2023 – Ontario’s Regulatory Registry Feedback Template
You may review the proposed Preventing Unethical Puppy Sales Act, 2023 (PUPS Act) at www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-159.
Please provide your feedback in the right-hand column of this document, save the file and submit the file by clicking “Comment on this proposal via email”.
	Topic
	Summary of Key Proposed Provision(s) in the PUPS Act
	Feedback

	Definitions
	New definition of “dog”.
	

	Record keeping
	New requirement for people to keep records about dogs as may be set out in regulations. 
	

	Sale or transfer of dogs
	New prohibition on the sale or transfer of a dog contrary to any regulations that may be made, and an associated new definition of “transfer” for the purpose of this requirement.
	

	Puppy mills prohibition  
	New prohibition against operating a puppy mill if the person breeds dogs and does any of the following:
	

	
	1. Breeding a female dog more than three times in a two-year period, or breeding more than two litters from a female dog’s consecutive heat cycles.
	

	
	2. Breeding a female dog that is less than 12 months old.
	

	
	3. Breeding a female dog for the first time before its second heat.
	

	
	4. Breeding a parent dog with any dog in one of their litters.
	

	
	5. Breeding dogs that are siblings from the same parent dog.
	

	
	
6. Failing to isolate a dog from other dogs or animals, including failing to ensure there is no contact with objects, including food and water containers, that are used by other dogs or animals, where there are reasonable grounds to believe that the dog is suffering from a contagious disease or is at high risk of developing a contagious disease, except,

i. where a veterinarian has advised, in writing, that the isolation is unnecessary, or
ii. under circumstances prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.

	

	
	
7. Failing to ensure that each dog’s environment is,

i. kept sufficiently clean as to ensure that the dog is not required to stand, sit or lie down in excrement, urine, mud or water, and
ii. cleaned as frequently as necessary, using cleaning products that do not pose a risk to the dog, to prevent an accumulation of excrement, urine or other waste that would pose a risk to the dog’s health, to maintain a sanitary environment, to minimize the presence of parasites and to ensure the health of the dog.
	

	
	8. Separating a puppy from its mother or substitute mother before the age of 56 days (eight weeks), except as otherwise recommended by a veterinarian in writing for health reasons.
	

	Minimum penalties 
	New minimum penalties for each contravention of #1-8 above, which is deemed to constitute a separate offence of operating a puppy mill:
· $10,000 for commission of the offence.
· $25,000 where commission of the offence results in death of a dog/euthanization of a dog.
	



	Other 
	Feedback 

	Other provisions in the proposed PUPS Act not referenced above.
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