 Beginner Driver Education (BDE) Regulatory Proposal Summary

Definition: A class G motor vehicle refers to a vehicle that can be driven with a class G driver’s licence under Ontario Regulation 340/94 2(1).

Instructors

A person with an in-vehicle instructor designation can provide in-vehicle training A person with a classroom instructor designation can teach the in-class portion of a course.  A person may acquire both designations. 
An exception to the requirement for an in-class instructor to have an in-class instructor’s licence is made for teachers, certified by the Ontario College of Teachers, who are teaching beginner driver education courses offered by a 

school or school board and have a valid driver’s licence.  

Note: Certified teachers may only teach in-vehicle lessons if they have a valid in-vehicle driving instructor’s licence.

An instructor may not teach an area of driver education for which he or she has not been authorized by his or her instructor licence.

To be licensed as an in-vehicle instructor, an applicant:

· Must have the ability to safely drive and to teach the safe driving of a class G motor vehicle.

· Must be a fit and proper person based on character and integrity. 

· Must have held a valid driver’s licence for at least the last four years and currently hold a valid licence other than class G1, G2, M, M1 or M2.

· Must have zero demerit points on his or her driving record.

· Must not have been under suspension any time in the last two years due to an offence under the Highway Traffic Act (HTA), the Compulsory Automobile Insurance Act or the Criminal Code (Canada).

· Must not have been found guilty or convicted in the last five years of an offence under the Criminal Code (Canada).

· Must never have been found guilty or convicted under section 151, 152, 153, 153.1, 155, 160, 162, 163, 163.1, 167, 168, 170, 171, 172, 172.1, 173, 212, 271, 272 or 273 of the Criminal Code (Canada).

· Must not have been convicted in the last five years of an offence under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Canada)

· Must have completed, in the last five years, a course for in-vehicle driving instructors approved by the Ministry.

· Must successfully complete the G1 knowledge and G2 road test.

· The G2 road test must be passed on the first or second attempt.

· If the G2 road test is not passed on the second attempt, the applicant must wait two years from the last test attempt before attempting the test again.

Any convictions in another jurisdiction that are comparable to those noted above will be taken into consideration.

To be licensed as an in-class instructor, an applicant:

· Must have held a valid Ontario in-vehicle driving instructor for the last two years.

· Must have provided in-vehicle instruction for the last two years on a full time basis.

· Must have completed a Ministry-approved course for in-class driving instructors in the last five years.

An exception is made to the requirement for in-class driving instructors to have a valid driver’s licence if their licence has been suspended for medical reasons.

An application for an in-vehicle driving instructor’s licence must be accompanied by:

· Two identical photographs taken within 30 days of the application date

· Information required by the Minister to assess eligibility.

An initial or renewal driving instructor’s licence shall be issued for no less than one year and will expire on March 31st of the year shown on the licence.

A driving instructor’s licence is not renewable if it has been expired for one year or more.

When providing driving instruction, in-vehicle driving instructors must clearly and visibly display their driving instructor’s licence so that it is visible to the student driving the vehicle. 

The Minister may revoke, suspend or refuse to renew an in-vehicle driving instructor’s licence if any of the following have taken place:

· The person made a false or inaccurate statement on his or her application.

· The person did not at the time of application, or initial licence issuance, meet the requirements of an in-vehicle driving instructor.

· The person does not operate motor vehicles safely.

· The person:

· does not provide acceptable instruction to students and/or

· treats students poorly and/or

· trains students on routes used by the Ministry for driver examinations.

· The person is not a fit and proper person based on character and integrity.

· The person operates or operated as an in-vehicle driving instructor while his or her driver’s licence was invalid.

· The person has accumulated more than three demerit points on his or her driving record.

· The person has been convicted or found guilty of an offence under the Criminal Code (Canada).

· The person has been convicted of an offence under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Canada).

· The person does not comply with any requirements regarding an inspector under the Section 58.2 of the HTA.

· The person does not supply information requested by the Ministry to determine whether or not he or she meets the requirements to be an in-vehicle driving instructor.

· The person has violated a condition of his or her driving instructor’s licence.

The Minister may revoke, suspend or refuse to renew an in-class driving instructor’s licence if any of the following have taken place.

· The person made a false or inaccurate statement on his or her application.

· The person did not at the time of application, or initial licence issuance, meet the requirements of an in-class driving instructor. 

Schools

Teaching the operation of class G vehicles under the Beginner Driver Education program requires that driving schools using Ministry-Approved courses be licensed under section 58.1 of the Highway Traffic Act.

A driving school licence will only be issued if:

· The applicant is a fit and proper person based on character and integrity.

· Where the applicant is a corporation, the above requirement is placed on its officers and directors.

· The applicant is able to operate a licensed driving school.

· The applicant intends to use a curriculum that is Ministry-approved for Beginner Driver Education courses.

· The applicant holds all the necessary provincial and municipal licenses for the operation of a driving school business.

· The driving school owns or leases a location(s) for its offices and classrooms.

· The offices and classrooms described above comply with any zoning restrictions and are proper in size, maintenance and equipment.

· The applicant maintains a contract of a minimum $2 million in general liability insurance for any one incident occurring in the school’s classroom.

· All vehicles used in instruction meet the following requirements:

· A minimum $2 million contract of insurance:

· against liability for injury or death of one or more persons and property loss and damage.

· with an endorsement for passenger hazard.

· Currently validated licence plates legally displayed.

· A safety standards certificate issued in the last 12 months.

· A properly functioning dual brake.

· A licensed driving instructor is employed by the applicant

A driving school licence will not be issued to an applicant that is related to a past or present licence holder, if the past or present holder is not a fit and proper person to hold a licence.

A person is considered to be related to the applicant if:

· He or she is related to the applicant.

· The applicant or the other individual are or were partners or have or have had partners in common.

· The applicant or the related individual:

· manages or did manage the other or

· controls or controlled the other or

· they have or have had control or management together.

· The applicant and the person have had common officers or directors or they have been controlled by the same shareholders.

A licensed driving school must not use a vehicle in the instruction of students that has not met the following requirements:

· Currently validated licence plates legally displayed.

· A safety standards certificate issued in the last 12 months.

· A minimum $2 million contract of insurance:

· against liability for injury or death of one or more persons and property loss and damage.

· with an endorsement for passenger hazard.

· A properly functioning dual brake.

A driving school’s licence expires when it no longer operates at the location that appears on its licence.

An original driving school licence must be displayed in the office of the driving school.

A copy of the driving school licence must be displayed in every classroom used for instruction

A driving school must not use a classroom that has not been approved by the Ministry.

A driving school must enter into a written employment contract with any licensed driving instructor before that person can provide any instruction.

Driving schools must keep copies of Student Records (referred to as “Beginner Driver Education Certificates” in Bill 169) in a safe and secure location. 

Student Records must be signed by a licensed driving instructor employed by the school or:

a) by the owner if the driving school is a sole proprietorship

b) by one of the partners if the driving school is a partnership

c) by one of the officers or directors if the driving school is a corporation

d) by the principal or the written designate of the principal or school board if the course is being offered by a school or school board. 

Driving schools must issue a replacement Student Record upon the request of a former student for whom the school still has a record.

Driving schools must inform the Ministry immediately of the loss, theft or destruction of any records.

Student Records are the property of the Crown.  Any person that has Student Records issued to a driving school that no longer has a valid driving school licence must immediately return them to the Ministry.

Driving schools must notify the Ministry with updated supporting documents of any changes from the information included in their initial application or any subsequent amendments within 15 days of the change occurring.

Driving schools must submit an enrolment list prior to the start of each Ministry-approved course.  This list must include:

a) the name of the school

b) the school’s identification number

c) the course start date

d) the name, residential and mailing address, date of birth, sex and telephone number of each student in the course

e) for each student with a valid driver’s licence, its number, class and date of expiry.

A driving school must submit the appropriate copy of each student’s driver’s licence and Student Record to the Ministry after issuing the Student Record to the student.

A driving school must provide in-vehicle and in-class instruction following the details of its Ministry-approved course.

A certain amount of in-class training of each student must be completed prior to any in-vehicle training.

All training must be completed within one year of the beginning of classroom training.

The Minister may revoke, suspend or refuse to renew a driving school licence if any of the following have taken place.

· The school made a false or inaccurate statement on the application. 

· The school:

· does not provide acceptable instruction to students and/or

· treats students poorly.  

· The school did not at the time of application, or does not currently meet the requirements of a driving school.

· The driving school breaks the rules set out in the Highway Traffic Act and/or its Regulations.

· The school does not supply information requested by the Ministry to determine whether or not it meets the requirements to be a licensed driving school.

· The driving school has violated a condition of its licence.

· The driving school is not actively operating.

· An officer, director or partner has been added to the driving school who does not meet the Ministry’s requirements as a fit and proper person when considering his or her character and integrity.

Records

A licensed driving school must keep the following records at its office for three years from the record completion date:

1) An enrolment list for each Ministry approved course that includes:

· The name of the school and its Ministry issued number

· The course start date

· The name, residential and mailing address, date of birth, sex and telephone number of each student in the course

· For each student with a valid driver’s licence, its number, class and date of expiry.

2) A in-class training record sheet for each Ministry approved course that includes:

· The name, residential and mailing address, date of birth, sex and telephone number and driver’s licence number of each student in the course

· The dates, times and length of in-class lessons

· The signatures of the instructor and each student attending each lesson

· The test results of each student.

3) An instructor’s list for each Ministry-approved course that includes the names, driving instructor numbers and expiry dates, driver licence numbers of each instructor that teaches in-class and in-vehicle lessons.

4) An in-vehicle record sheet for each Ministry-approved course that includes:

· The name, residential and mailing address, date of birth, sex and telephone number and driver’s licence number of each student in the course

· The dates, times and length of in-vehicle lessons

· The signatures of the instructor and each student attending each lesson

· The test results of each student.

Each licensed driving school must keep:

· Copies of every Student Record issued after the Regulation comes into effect.

·  In addition those schools that offered a Ministry-approved course prior to the Regulation coming into effect must keep copies of every Student Record issued prior to the Regulation coming into effect.

· Copies of the employment contracts with licensed driving instructors for three years from the date that instructor last taught at the driving school.

· A current list of all driving instructors who teach at the driving school AND a copy of previous lists of instructors for three years from the date that the list was no longer accurate.

Records may be kept in an electronic form if:

· The electronic document includes all required information

· Any signature requirements are met using electronic signatures

· The electronic signature provided is reliable for identifying the person

· The electronic signature appears on the appropriate documents in the appropriate location on the document.

Records may only be kept in electronic form if they can be viewed in electronic form by an inspector and can be immediately produced for inspection and copying.

Electronic copies of documents may be kept instead of the original written version if the copy is accurate and complete.

Only those documents with prior approval may be submitted electronically to the Ministry.

Appeals

An applicant for a driving instructor or driving school licence who is refused issuance or renewal or whose licence is suspended or revoked may appeal to a tribunal within 15 days of the decision.

The only grounds for appeal are that the requirements for a licence have been met or that there are no grounds to refuse renewal, to suspend or to revoke a licence.

The tribunal may confirm, modify or set aside the decision of the Ministry.

A party may appeal the decision of the tribunal to the Divisional Court.

