Senior Commercial Driver Licence Renewal – Summary of Proposal

On February 1, 1977, Ontario introduced the classified licensing system (Classes “A” to “F”) as part of a national program.  The current commercial licence renewal requirements for senior drivers (65 years of age and older) came into force in 1984.    

Existing Licence Renewal Requirements

	Age Group
	Class A, B, C, E, F
	Class D

	
	Written
	Road
	Medical
	Written
	Road
	Medical

	Under 45
	Every 5 Years
	None
	Every 5 years
	None
	None
	None

	45 to 64
	
	
	Every 3 years
	
	
	

	65-79
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually
	
	
	

	80 & Over
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually


The Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA) has recommended that aging factors be taken into account when considering licensing privileges (e.g.; slowed reaction time and reduced physical strength, eyesight and hearing).  Ontario’s commercial licence renewal requirements meet or exceed those recommended by the CCMTA as well as those found in other North American jurisdictions.  
A number of stakeholders, and members of the public, have consistently informed the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) that the current licence renewal process for senior commercial drivers is costly, time-consuming and discriminatory.
Over the last several years, MTO has implemented a number of initiatives to streamline the renewal process for senior commercial drivers (aged 65 and above):
· The cost of the road test has been reduced from $75 to $14;

· As of November 1, 2009, trucks outfitted with automatic transmissions may be used for their annual road tests; and 

· The brake adjustment portion of the practical air brake test has been amended so that diagrams can be used, under certain circumstances, to demonstrate their comprehension of this section of the test.

While MTO’s commercial licence renewal program is considered stringent, the ministry’s collision data has shown an increased risk of collision involving senior drivers.  For example, over the 5-year period of 2004-2008 (reflecting the most recently published ministry collision data), commercial drivers (of all classes) in Ontario aged 65 and older involved in fatal/injury collisions had a 33% higher risk of being found "at-fault" compared to their younger colleagues 45-64.   
Additionally, it should be noted that Ontario has consistently ranked at, or near the top, for road safety in North America over the last 10 years.

The ministry supports maintaining the current commercial licence renewal system for drivers aged 65-79 and is considering only the following amendments which we believe will continue to strike the appropriate balance between meeting the needs of affected businesses and individuals without compromising road safety:
1. Replace the annual road test requirement with a road test for each accumulation of 3 demerit points or in the event of an at-fault collision resulting in a conviction.
2. Change the written knowledge test renewal requirement from annual to every 5 years. 

3. Align the written air brake test cycle with the written knowledge test cycle, and require a practical air brake test only when a road test is required.

4. Extend these requirements to Class D drivers.
Proposed Renewal Requirement Amendments 
	Age Group
	Class A, B, C, E, F Renewal
	Class D Renewal

	
	Written
	Road
	Medical
	Written
	Road
	Medical

	Under 45
	Every 5 Years
	None
	Every 5 years
	None
	None
	None

	45 to 64
	
	
	Every 3 years
	
	
	

	65-79


	Every 5 Years1
	3+ demerits or at-fault collision2
	Annually
	Every 5 Years1
	3+ demerits or at-fault collision2
	None

	80 & Over
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually
	Annually


1
Air brake written test will follow the same cycle (if applicable)
2
Air brake practical test will be triggered at the same time (if applicable)
The Government of Ontario invites you to submit your comments.

